A new class of enamino esters has been isolated in excellent yields from the 1:1:1 addition reaction between phenanthridine or isoquinoline and acetylenic esters such as ethyl propiolate or dialkyl acetylenedicaboxylates in the presence of heterocyclic NH compounds (succinimide, indole, 2-methylindole, 2-benzoxazolinone, 6-chlorobenzoxazolinone, carbazole and 3,6dibromocarbazole) or 1,3-dicarbonyl compounds like 1,3-dimethylbarbituric acid, acetylacetone and dibenzoylmethane.
Introduction
The development of simple synthetic routes for widely used organic compounds from readily available reagents is one of the major tasks in organic synthesis. 1 Phenanthridines are important core structures found in a variety of natural products and other biologically important molecules with a wide range of biological activities and applications, 2-10 including antibacterial, antiprotozoal, anticancer, antimicrobial, anti-inflammatory, antivirial, antioxidant [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] and also with applications as drugs, 8 DNA targeting agents, 22 dyes, 23 and probes. 24 Isoquinoline is also present in various natural products such as cryptaustoline and cryptowoline. 25 They are known to exhibit various biological activities 26-34 such as antileukaemic, 35 tubulin polymerization inhibitory 36 and anti-tumour activities. 37 As previously reported, 38 reaction between phenanthridine and two mol equivalents of dimethyl acetylenedicarboxylate, leads to the 
Experimental Section
General. Melting points and IR spectra of all compounds were measured on an Electrothermal 9100 apparatus and a Shimadzu IR-460 spectrometer, respectively. The 1 H, 13 
